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So I urge my colleagues to support 

these bills and help our kids get on a 
path to learn and succeed. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as a Senator from the State of 
Oregon, I ask unanimous consent that 
the order for the quorum call be re-
scinded. 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 
THE CHAIR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as a Senator from the State of 
Oregon, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 2:30 p.m., recessed subject to the call 
of the Chair and reassembled at 2:34 
p.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as the Senator from the State 
of Oregon, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, are we in a 
period of morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes. 
f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH SELLERS 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize Elizabeth Sellers on 
her retirement from the Department of 
Energy after 26 years. Beth most re-
cently spent 6 years as DOE’s Idaho 
Site Manager at the Idaho National 
Lab, INL. During her time there, the 
INL was created as the lead nuclear re-
search and development laboratory for 
DOE, and a separate project, the Idaho 
Cleanup Project, was created to man-
age and clean up the radioactive waste 
at the site. Since 2003, Beth has over-
seen the work of 300 Federal employees 
and approximately 6,500 contractors. 
Beth’s leadership and vision has helped 
further the critical energy and na-
tional security missions of INL and the 
Advanced Mixed Treatment Project 
with a commitment to excellence and 
safety. She has been at the helm as sig-
nificant state milestones have been 
met through the Idaho Cleanup 
Project, and she will be missed at the 
lab. 

Beth was not satisfied simply leading 
efforts at the lab. She knows the im-
portance of community and maintain-
ing strong community ties, both as the 
DOE Site Manager and on a personal 
level. She immersed herself in the 
Idaho Falls community life, volun-
teering in a number of different organi-
zations, giving back to her host com-
munity. She not only leaves big shoes 
to fill in her professional life, she 
leaves a hole in the community as well. 

I wish Beth well in her future endeav-
ors overseas and have appreciated 
working with her during her time at 
INL.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORRIS O’NEIL 
CHANDLER 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
today I recognize Mr. Norris O’Neil 
Chandler and his lifetime of service to 
his country and his community. Mr. 
Chandler was born in Chaffee, MO, on 
August 11, 1923, and enlisted in the 
Regular Army at Jefferson Barracks. 
Following basic training he was as-
signed to a special amphibious engi-
neering unit activated for World War 
II—the 149th Engineer Combat Bat-
talion. 

Mr. Chandler bravely participated in 
the monumentally important invasion 
of France on Omaha Beach on June 6, 
1944, as a demolition specialist for the 
149th. He would fight alongside his 
brethren, all of whom have rightfully 
become known as the Greatest Genera-
tion, from those Normandy beaches all 
the way to Germany, enduring hard-
ship, tragedy, and triumph along the 
way. His efforts were one small part of 
changing the world as the forces of evil 
that sought to exterminate an entire 
religion and to deny freedom to so 
many were defeated. Mr. Chandler re-
turned home, and like so many of his 
fellow veterans never stopped doing his 
small part to serve his country nor 
ever asked for anything in return for 
his humble service. This type of char-
acter cannot be taught, but it certainly 
can be appreciated. It is the finest ex-
emplar of American values, and I honor 
Mr. Chandler and his American values 
today. 

More specifically, following his serv-
ice in WWII, Mr. Chandler became part 
of the newly activated Organized Re-
serve Corps, which developed into what 
is known today as the U.S. Army Re-
serve. Mr. Chandler continued his serv-
ice in the Reserve Corps from Decem-
ber 1945 until October 1951, at which 
point he entered civilian service with 
the Missouri Military District, 11th 
Army Corps, St. Louis, MO, where he 
held various positions. Over 40 years 
later, Mr. Chandler remains employed 
by this organization, now known as the 
Directorate of Logistics-Washington’s 
Media Distribution Division. This sort 
of longevity, commitment and humble 
service is hard to even comprehend in 
today’s world, but it is easy to under-
stand when you think of the values of 
the Greatest Generation that Mr. 
Chandler exudes. 

It is because of people like Mr. Norris 
O’Neil Chandler that I am so proud to 
be a Senator representing the State of 
Missouri. I have even been told that he 
has more than 3,300 hours of unused 
sick leave, and has donated much of his 
annual leave to other employees 
through the leave donation program. It 
is because of the generosity and dedica-
tion of people like Mr. Chandler that 
the United States of America is the 
great Nation that it is. 

For 60 years, Mr. Chandler has given 
so much to his country, his commu-
nity, and his family, yet demanded so 
little back. I wish today to give my 
simple, humble thanks to this Amer-
ican hero. I have the utmost respect 
and gratitude for those who live their 
lives like Mr. Chandler. As we honor 
him today, he is a reminder to all of us 
of the true value of selfless service, and 
the impact of that service in our com-
munities, our States, and our country.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The following message from the 
President of the United States was 
transmitted to the Senate by one of his 
secretaries: 

f 

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT DATED JANUARY 2009 WITH 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVIS-
ERS FOR 2009—PM–7 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Joint 
Economic Committee: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The American economy has consist-

ently proven its strength and resilience 
in the face of shocks such as natural 
disasters, high energy prices, and the 
terrorist attacks of September 11. The 
economy experienced 6 years of unin-
terrupted expansion, which included a 
record stretch of 52 consecutive months 
of job creation. The past year saw this 
growth cease as several forces that de-
veloped over many years in the credit 
and housing markets converged. The 
combination of these factors, coupled 
with a sustained period of rising energy 
prices, was sufficient to threaten the 
entire financial system and generated a 
shock so large that its effects have 
been felt throughout the global econ-
omy. 

Under ordinary circumstances, it 
would be preferable to allow the free 
market to take its course and correct 
over time. But the Government has a 
responsibility to safeguard the broader 
health and stability of our economy. 
Under the extraordinary circumstances 
created by the financial crisis, the po-
tential damage to American house-
holds and businesses was so severe that 
a systemic, aggressive, and unprece-
dented Government response was the 
only responsible policy option. 
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